How to make your army stand out?
When you’re at a competition it’s very easy for your army not to be noticed when judging for the painting comes round.
 

The important thing to remember is that it doesn’t have to be the best painted one there (rich know’s what I’m talking about), but it does have to look different and catch peoples eye. I’ve won a few painting comps, not because I have had the best painted but because I have done that bit extra and made it all stand out and look like a coherent force.
 

Lets take my Beastmen for example. I needed to do something for then as the colour scheme is mainly browns and blacks not great for standing out amongst the other armies. For starters I hate using any GW shields. I normally cast my own up but for the Beastmen I took a trip to Cheltenham model shop and found some railway fencing, each strip of fencing was cut up to make rectangular wooden sheild’s. These look great and gave the army a real individual feel. Also it ended up costing me about £5.00 for 60 shield’s.
 

Next I looked at the army as a whole and pick out something that everything had – Horns! So I decided that a black /white stripe effect would look great and really stand out and pull the army together. I made all the horns including the ones on the tuskgors black and white and this really worked well. I like to think that especially for something like the Beastmen that this made them all look like they were from the same clan.
 

Lastly for me and I like to go on about this is the basing and the movement trays, please don’t spend ages on nicely painted figures then no time on the bases, this area of the army makes a massive difference. Firstly always make your own movement trays do not use the plastic one provided, they look rubbish, get your self a sheet of hardboard from B&Q for 99p for a 3ft by 1.5ft sheet, and pop to the model shop and buy some balsa wood strips 5mm wide, I think from memory they are about 10p each. Cut out the sizes you want and stick the balsa on the edge. Once dry use a bit of sand paper to round the edges and corners (Remember to allow for the balsa wood when cutting the hardboard out, so 5 beastmen on 20mm bases you would need it to be 110mm in total). You can then grit and paint the edges using the same stuff as you are going to do the bases and it all looks lovely and uniform. If you want to really go for it make the back of the movement tray a bit longer than you need and put some extra bits and bobs on it like a tree stump etc.
 

Make your bases exciting, with bits if skellies, helmets, foliage etc. Have your unit walking through some water or pushing there way through bushes. Do something you would be proud of looking at.
 

Right you got all the info so I won’t stand for any slack work from any of you from now on (I’m watching you Mr Marshall!  :-) )
 

Mike
 

